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Target 17.18
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By 2020, enhance capacity-building support to 
developing countries, including for least 
developed countries and small island developing 
States, to increase significantly the availability of 
high-quality, timely and reliable data 
disaggregated by income, gender, age, race, 
ethnicity, migratory status, disability, geographic 
location and other characteristics relevant in 
national contexts



3 indicators
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17.18.1 (Tier III) Proportion of sustainable 
development indicators produced at the 
national level with full disaggregation 
when relevant to the target, in accordance 
with the Fundamental Principles of 
Official Statistics

17.18.3 (Tier I) Number of countries with a national 
statistical plan that is fully funded and under 
implementation, by source of funding

17.18.2 (Tier II) Number of countries that 
have national statistical legislation that 
complies with the Fundamental Principles 
of Official Statistics



Assumptions 
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• The two available indicators are equally 
important      the target is met only if both are 
improved by a large margin

• Target measured by the percentage increase in 
the number of countries

• The base year against which the 2020 value will 
be compared is the year 2015

• Only countries with at least 2 entries point will be 
considered for the comparison during the period, 
with necessarily a data point available for 2020. 



Criteria for approach 
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• Simplicity

• Transparency

• Fairness

• Sustainability



Proposal
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1. If both indicators are improved by at least X% by 
2020, the target is met.

2. If not, and both indicators are improved more than 
Y% by 2020, the target is not met but the situation 
is significantly improved.

3. If none of the above , and both indicators are 
improved by more than 0% by 2020, the target is 
not met but the situation is slightly improved.

4. If none of the above, one indicator remains the 
same and the other improved by more than 0% by 
2020, the target is not met and the situation is 
partially stagnant.



Some trends
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*N = 83 in 2016, N = 98 in 2017. * N = 34 in 2016, N = 81 in 2017
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Trend by region



Progress toward targets
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* This figure only includes countries with at least two entries.
** N = 61 for indicator 17.18.2. N = 24 for indicator 17.18.3.



Next Steps

• Undertake sensitivity analyses to determine
the percentage change for assessing progress

• Keep improving the response rate of the 
survey to accurately track the progress

• Continue discussions with UNSD to include
Tier III indicator 17.18.1 in this progress
tracking


